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Discussions & 
Debates

Digital Learning Developer in Arts, 

Humanities and Social Sciences Faculty for 8 

years. 

Key tasks include: 

Helping lecturers who are used to teaching 

face-to-face become effective online 

teachers. 
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Discussions and 
Debates

● Tutorial discussions and debates very 

important for Arts, Humanities & 

Social Sciences subjects

● Lecturers usually conduct these in 

small groups, face-to-face

● Prompt students to: 
○ Challenge assumptions
○ Understand opposing views
○ Explore topic more deeply



Discussions Online

● Students don’t engage

● Difficult to get beyond shallow 

conversations

● Some students dominate



Why?
I want it to be 

perfect
I’m not sure what I’m 

supposed to do

I don’t want to be the 

first person to say 

something

I’m worried that 

someone will 

steal my ideas
I’m scared that I’ll say 

the wrong thing

It’s not important, it 

doesn’t count towards 

my final mark



What are your experiences?

Raise hand if agree



Guidelines for Engaging Students in Online 
Discussion

● Make expectations explicit

● Model the behaviour you want to see

● Use icebreakers and easier tasks to make students more comfortable



Model good behaviour

● Actively engage in the discussion

● Encourage all contributions

● Share information on what active 

participation looks like

Scan from:
Sharpe, Rhona, (2016) 53 Interesting Ways to Support Online Learning, The 
Professional and Higher Partnership, Suffolk



Use icebreakers

● Start off with ‘fun’ online activities to encourage participation: 
○ Pins on a map
○ Emoji chat
○ Share a link
○ Take a photo





Other platforms for discussion

● Padlet.com 

● Twitter:
○ start a Tweetchat
○ Follow an existing Tweetchat #LTHEChat



Managing large group discussions

● Split into smaller discussion groups, ask each group to feedback a summary of their discussion

● Nominate a few ‘featured’ contributors for each discussion (rotate through the class)

● Create ‘sub’ discussion threads – students choose which question or thread they want to 

participate in.



What are the hurdles for online discussions?

Technical, Personal, Social, 

Go to https://padlet.com/ahsselearning/u57pl6qasi8wevae 

Share your experiences, thoughts, links to useful websites, articles, etc. 

https://padlet.com/ahsselearning/u57pl6qasi8wevae


Summary

● Be clear about expectations

● Be an active participant 

● Welcome all contributions

● Help learners feel ‘safe’ by starting off with easier tasks



Non-disposable 
assignments: 
engaging students Digital Education and Enhancement 

Consultant

Key tasks include: 

Considering different methods for 

engagement and assessment

Clare Thomson



Assignments

Non disposable

Usually go in drawer and never seen again

Rethink and encourage student to contribute 

something that will have value outside of the 

course and ive one afterwards.

A Conceptual Framework for Non-Disposable 

Assignments: Inspiring Implementation, 

Innovation, and Research

Sally B. Seraphin, J. Alex Grizzell, Anastasia 

Kerr-German, … 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1475725718811711 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1475725718811711


1. Wikipedia



Wikipedia

Use to:

Strengthen course outcomes

Work on critical analysis

Develop writing for different audiences

Augment digital skills

Contribute to community

Course content

Writing skills Digital skills



Possible ways to integrate into course

Discuss perceptions of Wikipedia and its use in education

Critique an article  

Translate an article

Edit an article eg add reliable citations (use Citation Hunt: https://tools.wmflabs.org/citationhunt/en?id=a6fee65d)

Create a diagram for an article

Add an image to an article from Wikicommons - maybe even take one

Write a new article

https://tools.wmflabs.org/citationhunt/en?id=a6fee65d


Start small
Critique

Discuss articles, concept of Wikipedia, 
bias, myths etc.

Add citations

Research, add citations, use Citation Hunt

Edit an article

Fix proofreading issues, add images or 
photos from Wikicommons

Create a page

Look for red links, check out Women In Red 
project

Translate a page

No need to create new content
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Citation Hunt tool Change language

https://tools.wmflabs.org/citationhunt/en?id=a6fee65d

https://tools.wmflabs.org/citationhunt/en?id=a6fee65d


Real world feedback and experiences

Pages deleted

Pages redirected

Pages subsumed into other pages

Content on page - moved, deleted, reworded

Page flagged as too technical

Draft page not approved



Medical students: Articles created Jan 2019

2,356 views https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whiteabbey_Hospital

5,479 views https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychological_stress_and_sleep

2,771 views https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertiary_peritonitis

953 views https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organ_donation_in_Ireland

1,085 views https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Braid_Valley_Care_Complex

4,288 views https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holywell_Hospital

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whiteabbey_Hospital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychological_stress_and_sleep
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertiary_peritonitis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organ_donation_in_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Braid_Valley_Care_Complex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holywell_Hospital


Multiple Language versions



Support

Lots of resources available from University of Edinburgh

https://open.ed.ac.uk/wikipedia-editing-video-tutorials/

https://open.ed.ac.uk/wikipedia-editing-video-tutorials/


2. Create a Learning Resource



Give students freedom to choose

Allow students to explore different tools

Share ideas and work along the way to ensure the project is on track

Don’t focus on technical issues, focus on achieving learning outcomes

Submission to include the learning resource AND a narrative of the journey to that if the technology 

wasn’t suitable in the end this can be accounted for

Give examples and ideas ...



DS106 Assignment bank



Give students a list of possible free tools

But don’t limit them to this if they have their own ideas (TicToc, mock text chat)

Padlet: https://en-gb.padlet.com/

WordPress: https://wordpress.com/

Google Sites https://sites.google.com/new - or any Google Suite app eg Slides / Document

ThingLink: https://www.thinglink.com/

Wakelet: https://wakelet.com/

https://en-gb.padlet.com/
https://wordpress.com/
https://sites.google.com/new
https://www.thinglink.com/
https://wakelet.com/


3. Critique document 
collaboratively - annotation



Hypothes.is

Not for profit:

“Using annotation, we enable sentence-level note taking or critique on top of 
classroom reading, news, blogs, scientific articles, books, terms of service, ballot 
initiatives, legislation and more. Everything we build is guided by our principles. In 
particular that it be free, open, neutral, and lasting to name a few.”



Example - Wikipedia



Example - Open access book



Add to browser or LMS/VLE



Open or closed

Public are open 

available to everyone

Private 

only seen when logged in 



Consider Open vs Closed

Safety - trolling, negative comments

Professional status - things said might be regretted later in career

Level of honesty - students may not be as honest in public spaces

Audiences - you don’t know who might join in - benefits and problems

https://padlet.com/ahsselearning/mf16cxnwvo0debue 

Get students to discuss this at the beginning - what are they comfortable with, what are the possible 
hurdles for them

https://padlet.com/ahsselearning/mf16cxnwvo0debue


Questions Contact details:

e.mcallister@qub.ac.uk

c.thomson@ulster.ac.uk 

mailto:e.mcallister@qub.ac.uk
mailto:c.thomson@ulster.ac.uk


Technology/Applications/Websites used in 
this presentation...

● Padlet.com (https://padlet.com)

● Canvas - free for teachers (https://www.instructure.com/canvas/en-gb/login/free-for-teacher)

● Twitter - ( https://twitter.com/home)

● Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/ )

● Hypothes.is (https://hypothes.is/ )

● DS106 Assignment Bank (https://assignments.ds106.us/ )

 

https://padlet.com/
https://www.instructure.com/canvas/en-gb/login/free-for-teacher
https://twitter.com/home
https://en.wikipedia.org/
https://hypothes.is/
https://assignments.ds106.us/



